
Cave conduit
Underground river

In addition to being the major source of drinking water in
Florida, the aquifer is the habitat for many unique and
endangered species of animals adapted to this unique,
light-less environment. Contaminants not only poison the
drinking water, they poison these animals too.

SINKHOLES are depressions in the land caused by
dissolution of the limestone near the surface or by
the collapse of an underground cave. Once these
“windows” to the aquifer are open, they may
provide direct access to the conduits through
which the water flows from the recharge basin to
the springs themselves. As a result, they are one of
the most common points of entry for contaminants
entering the aquifer — our source of drinking
water.

A major problem with living on karst
i s  t ha t  the re  may  be  no  sa fe
distance from CONTAMINATION at
which to drill an untreated drinking
water well. Pollutants can quickly
m i g r a t e  f r om  t he  s u r f a ce  t o
groundwater through thin soils and
sinkholes.

You are living on karst. Karst is a land area that includes sinkholes,
springs, sinking streams and caves.

Protect Your Drinking Water

HOW DOES THIS AFFECT MY DRINKING WATER?
Contaminants entering the ground water system through sinkholes
present a significant health concern because many wells tap water-
filled cavities that are directly connected to the surface. In karst
areas, groundwater usually resurfaces at springs and, therefore, carries
the contamination into streams and rivers that also may be used for
water supply.

PROTECT SINKHOLES
You can help protect our ground water by:
- Never discarding trash or refuse into a

sinkhole. This can introduce dangerous
con t am inan t s  d i r e c t l y  i n t o  t he
underground aquifer, our source of
drinking water.

- Properly disposing of hazardous household
chemicals, such as industrial cleaners,
solvents, automotive fluids and paints, at
an approved landfill facility. Never pour
them down your sink or into a storm
water drain.

- Organizing a community clean up to keep
sinkholes in your area free of household
waste and other dangerous debris.

- Recycling or donating old appliances and
other  househo ld  i tems  in s tead  o f
disposing them into a sinkhole.

- Educating your children and neighbors
about the dangers of illegally dumping
into a sinkhole. Illegal dumping should be
reported to local law enforcement.
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